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Vietnam Veterans of America - July 15, 2003 
 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 15, 2003 
 
VA Seeks Expansion of Benefits for Former POWs 
 
WASHINGTON - Responding to the needs of service members who were prisoners of war during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, President Bush has proposed legislation to Congress that would improve benefits for former 
POWs. 
 
"What we're proposing is to eliminate the current requirement in federal law that a former POW must be de-
tained for at least 30 days in order to qualify for full POW benefits," said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony 
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